Sample Learning Activities: Academic Writing

Evaluation

annotate credible
scholarly sources;
practice summarizing
and synthesizing
readings

research topic (or course-
provided topic). For each
source, write an annotation
containing: summary of
main argument,
methodology (if relevant),
strengths/limitations, and
potential use for a paper.
Also include a brief
commentary on why source
is credible and how it
contributes to their topic.

Activity Title Learning Description / Instructions Suggested
Objective(s) Deliverable /
Addressed Assessment
Text Develop close- Provide students with a A shared group map
Deconstruction | reading skills; learn challenging academic article | or chart + a short
& Meaning how to identify main or scholarly essay. In small reflection (1-2 pages)
Mapping ideas, structure, groups or pairs, askthemto | onhowthe
rhetorical moves, annotate the text: highlight structure/evidence
and source use in thesis, topic sentences, use influenced their
academic texts evidence, reasoning, understanding — and
transitions, and implications for their
conclusions. Then have own writing.
groups create a visual map
(e.g., flowchart or “argument
map”) showing how ideas
link, how evidence supports
claims, and how structure
works.
Annotated Build information Students choose 5-8 Annotated
Bibliography & literacy: identify, academic or scholarly bibliography
Source evaluate, and sources relevantto a document.

Optionally, a short
rationale (1 page)
explaining how
sources collectively
shape aresearch
question or literature
review.

Drafting & Peer
Review
Workshop

Practice drafting,
revising, and
integrating sources;
develop peer-
feedback skills

After students complete a
first draft of an essay or
research-based writing
assignment, conduct an in-
class or online peer-review
session. Use a structured
feedback template (e.g.,
focus on clarity of thesis,
flow/coherence, evidence

Revised draft of essay
+ peer review forms
(with comments and
self-reflection on
what was changed
and why).
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integration, citation,
grammar/style). Students
exchange drafts, provide
feedback, then revise their
own papers based on peer
suggestions (and optionally
instructor feedback).

Argumentative

Learn to craft

Assign a

Final essay (with

Review Plan

question formulation,
literature framing,
research design (for
review/essay),

formulate a clear research
question or thesis, draft a

short literature-review plan
outlining 6-10 key sources,

Essay reasoned arguments, | debatable/controversial proper citations),
(Persuasive + support with prompt related to course plus a brief outline
Evidence- evidence, structure content (or broader submitted
Based) logically, and engage | academic/socialissue). beforehand (to show
counterarguments Students plan and write a planning).
1200-1500 word
argumentative essay:
include clear thesis,
arguments supported by
evidence (scholarly,
empirical, or credible
sources), address potential
counterarguments, and
conclude persuasively.
Reflective Encourage self- Over the semester, ask Periodic journal
Writing & reflection on writing students to keep a writing entries (e.g., 4-6
Metacognitive process, strategies, journal (or series of short throughout the
Journals challenges; build reflections) after each major | semester), possibly
metacognitive assignment — reflecting on culminatingin a final
awareness about what was easy or reflection essay
writing as process challenging, what they summarizing growth
learned about as a writer.
research/writing, how they
approached source
integration, their revision
decisions, and plans for
improvement.
Research Practice developing a | Students choose a topic (or Research-proposal
Proposal/ research/academic are assigned one related to document (2-3
Literature- writing project: the course domain). They pages) with: research

question/thesis,
annotated
bibliography (mini),
literature review
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integration of
sources

summarize trends/gaps in
literature, and propose how
they would approach writing
a full paper or study —
including main arguments,
potential structure, and
source integration.

outline/summary,
and proposed paper
structure.

Revised Essay
Compilation

skills, reflection on
growth; demonstrate
ability to produce
polished academic
writing

essays/assignments (e.g.,
annotated bibliography +
argumentative essay +
research proposal) —revise
them based on feedback,
polish structure/style,
ensure coherence and
citation correctness — and
compile into a final portfolio.
Include a self-evaluation
statement about what
changed, why, and what
they learned.

Citation & Teach correct Conduct a class session (or | Short worksheet or
Academic citation practices, module) focusing on citation | quiz where students
Integrity paraphrasing vs styles (APA, MLA, or practice
Workshop quoting, avoiding disciplinary style), paraphrasing,
plagiarism, academic | paraphrasing vs quoting, summarizing, and
ethics proper attribution, and how citing a provided
to use sources ethically. Use | passage. Also include
shortin-class tasks: a reflection or self-
students paraphrase a assessment about
passage, create correct their understanding
citation entries, and identify | of academic integrity.
when quotation vs
paraphrase is appropriate.
Final Writing Encourage revision, Over the semester, students | Final wri
Portfolio / consolidation of select 2-3 of their strongest




