Module 10, Activity 2
[bookmark: _95dmms4f53fo]Federal and State Responsibilities

Introduction to activity
In this activity, students will map out the distribution of authority and responsibilities across federal, state, and local levels of IDEA implementation. By differentiating these roles, students will see how IDEA’s structure ensures national protections while allowing state and local flexibility.

Tasks
1. Begin by browsing the following webpages: 
a. https://sites.ed.gov/idea/statuteregulations/
b. https://exceptionalchildren.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/Policy%20Fact%20Sheets%20-%20Federal%20vs%20State.pdf
c. https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-III/part-303/subpart-A/subject-group-ECFR8d7eb7e02db8abe/section-303.23
2. Additionally, each student should find at least one additional source to describe the authority of federal, state, and local levels.
3. Break into groups and create flowcharts showing how authority and responsibilities flow from the federal government to states to districts. 
4. Each group then shares its chart, highlighting one key challenge at each level.
Follow-Up Options
1. Discussion Questions
a. What are the unique responsibilities of the federal government versus the states under IDEA?
b. How do state agencies act as intermediaries between federal and local authority?
c. Why is local implementation often considered the “face” of IDEA for families?
d. What risks exist when responsibilities are divided across levels?

2. Paper:
a. Analyze the balance of federal oversight and state/local flexibility in IDEA.
b. Propose a system improvement to clarify roles between states and districts.
c. Critique the strengths and weaknesses of centralized vs. decentralized governance in special education.

