Module 11, Activity 1
Case Study of Grassroots Advocacy

Introduction to activity
This activity is to help students recognize the diversity of professional organizations that shape special education. Students will visualize overlapping areas of influence and unique contributions, gaining a clearer understanding of how these groups collectively support students with disabilities.

Tasks
1. Students review a historical advocacy milestone (examples include PARC v. Pennsylvania, passage of ADA, passage of EHA). 
2. In small groups, students should trace how grassroots organizations and coalitions influenced the outcome. 
3. Each group presents a timeline of advocacy actions and explains various organizations’ roles in shaping the final policy.
4. Include explanations of the strategies that the grassroots advocates used to influence federal policy.

Follow-Up Options
1. Discussion Questions
a. How do personal stories shape congressional debates on education policy?
b. Which milestone most significantly reshaped special education?
c. How might advocacy look different today compared to the 1970s–1990s?
d. What lessons from past grassroots efforts are still relevant today?

2. Paper Topics
a. Evaluate the relationship between grassroots movements and professional organizations.
b. Compare grassroots advocacy in special education to another social movement (e.g., civil rights, women’s rights).
c. Propose how modern grassroots groups might influence IDEA’s future reauthorization.

