Module 12, Activity 1
[bookmark: _95dmms4f53fo]Advocating for Evidence-Based Policy

Introduction to the activity
Students will explore how evidence-based research can be used to advocate for policy change in special education. Students will examine real-world examples of federal and state policy, evaluate the role of professional organizations, and practice constructing advocacy strategies grounded in evidence.


Tasks
1. Explore the following websites: 
a. National Educators Association - Advocating for Change
b. Council for Exceptional Children - Policy and Advocacy 
c. Association of University Centers on Disabilities - Disability Policy News 
d. Association of University Centers on Disabilities - Issues and Resources 
e. Teacher Education Division - Policy and Advocacy 
f. Division for Early Childhood - Policy and Advocacy 
g. Consortium for Constituents with Disabilities - Education Task Force 

2. Students will be divided into small groups. Each group is assigned a policy issue (e.g., funding for early intervention, access to evidence-based interventions, parental participation in IEPs).

3. There are two tasks
a. Identify the current policy context and gaps
b. Develop an evidence-based advocacy strategy that includes talking points, key stakeholders, and proposed actions
c. Present a 5-minute “advocacy pitch” to the class, simulating a school board or legislative meeting

Follow-Up Options
1. Discussion questions:
a. What distinguishes advocacy grounded in evidence from advocacy based primarily on personal experience or anecdote?
b. How can professional organizations support faculty and educators in policy advocacy?
c. What are the ethical considerations when advocating for policy changes that affect vulnerable student populations?
d. How can faculty balance the need to educate stakeholders with the need to advocate for systemic change?

2. Paper:
a. Analyze a recent federal or state policy change in special education and discuss how evidence-based research was used (or could have been used) to influence that change.
b. Compare and contrast two advocacy strategies for advancing parental participation in special education decision-making. Which is more effective, and why?
c. Evaluate the role of a national organization (e.g., CEC, ASHA) in influencing special education policy. How does their use of evidence strengthen or limit advocacy efforts?


