Module 2, Activity 1
Exploring Educational Policy Analyses  

Introduction to activity
Policy analyses are completed by government and non-government individuals, organizations, and agencies. These analyses can be in the form of reports, policy briefs, white papers, policy reviews, guidance and recommendations, and memos. The purpose of the activity is to differentiate between governmental and non-governmental policy sources, analyze real-world policy documents, and critically reflect on how policy products inform practice in education. 

Tasks
1. Find two examples of a policy analysis document
a. One from a governmental source (GAO education report, ED guidance, CRS Report, etc.)
b. One from a non-governmental source (Brookings Report, NewAmerica Brief, Learning Policy Institute Report, National Education Policy Center Review, etc.)
2. Read
a. Polaris. (2024, September 25). Key policy analysis questions. U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. https://www.cdc.gov/polaris/php/policy-resources-trainings/key-policy-analysis-questions.html 
3. Complete (individually or in groups) the Policy Analysis Evaluation Grid (attached)

Follow-Up Options
1. Discussion
a. Describe what was noticed about tone, language, or assumptions.
b. Which source felt more compelling and why?
c. What were the gaps in the approaches?
2. Paper
a. How do different institutions use policy analysis to influence education?
b. What role do scholars play in improving products?
c. How can doctoral students and faculty use these tools in research, leadership, and advocacy?


Policy Analysis Evaluation Grid
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	Purpose of Analysis
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	Usefulness to Educators
	 
	 

	Strengths of Document
	 
	 

	Limitations of Document
	
	



