Module 4, Activity 1
[bookmark: _95dmms4f53fo]The Beginning of Headstart 

Introduction to activity
In this assignment, you will explore the historical, political, and social contexts that led to the creation of Head Start in 1965. Then, you will critically evaluate contemporary issues in the Head Start program. 

Tasks
1. Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmjhTZoW0to&t=2s
2. Review this interactive timeline: https://headstart.gov/about-us/article/head-start-timeline

Follow-Up Options
1. Discussion
a. What assumptions about poverty and education were embedded in the original justification for Head Start?
b. What role did developmental psychology and research on early childhood learning play in the political justification for Head Start?
c. Why was community control and parent involvement emphasized in early Head Start models?
2. Paper
a. What specific social, political, and economic conditions in 1965 created the right moment for a federally funded preschool program like Head Start? Include discussion of the Civil Rights Movement, poverty rates, the War on Poverty, and public sentiment toward government intervention.
b. How did Head Start disrupt traditional early childhood access? Additionally, in what ways did it reinforce or challenge existing hierarchies?
c. Through a lens of cultural responsibility, explore concerns about the role of the government in family life.


