Module 5, Activity 1
[bookmark: _95dmms4f53fo]IDEA Mandates

Introduction to activity
This activity engages students with the legal, ethical, and practical applications of IDEA’s mandates for identifying and serving children with disabilities. This activity focuses on Child Find, Evaluations, and Eligibilities. 

Tasks
1. Find a partner and explore one mandate (Child Find, Evaluations, or Eligibility) 
2. Partners will together identify tensions between legal requirements and practical realities
3. Present a 30 minute synthesis of insights to the full class

Follow-Up Options
1. Discussion
a. How can schools meet their Child Find obligations while avoiding over-identification or inappropriate referrals, especially in historically marginalized communities?
b. In what ways might evaluation practices unintentionally perpetuate racial or linguistic bias, and how can these risks be mitigated?
c. Talk through potential tensions between eligibility determination and access to services, especially in under-resourced or high-need districts.

2. Paper
a. Critically assess current evaluation practices and propose evidence-based, legally sound alternatives to improve validity and equity.
b. Design and justify a collaborative team model that integrates educators, families, and specialists to improve decision-making in eligibility.
c. Draft a 1-page policy memo for state or local education leaders recommending improvements in Child Find, evaluation, or eligibility procedures based on empirical research and federal guidance.
