Module 5, Activity 3
[bookmark: _95dmms4f53fo]No Child Left Behind and Every Student Succeeds Act

Introduction to activity
In this activity, students will evaluate the evolution of federal education accountability systems by comparing NCLB and ESSA. Students will analyze the legislative intent, implementation, and impact of both laws, especially as they affect students with disabilities and historically marginalized groups.


Tasks
1. Read the following: 
a. https://www.ldonline.org/ld-topics/legislation-policy/nclb-and-idea-what-parents-students-disabilities-need-know-and-do
b. https://www.air.org/resource/blog-post/how-can-essa-help-students-disabilities

Follow-Up Options
1. Discussion
a. What are the general pros and cons of NCLB and ESSA?
b. What are the implications of shifting more control to states under ESSA, especially in states with inequitable school funding?
c. How did both NCLB and ESSA influence inclusion, expectations, and accountability for students with disabilities?

2. Paper
a. Compare NCLB and ESSA’s treatment of students with disabilities. Address issues like alternate assessments, accommodations, and subgroup accountability.
b. Explore the implications of ESSA’s state-driven flexibility. Does it support innovation or enable inequity? Argue your points with reputable sources.
c. What are the long-term impacts of NCLB’s high-stakes accountability system on teacher morale, curriculum narrowing, and student well-being?
