Module 7, Activity 1
[bookmark: _95dmms4f53fo]Understanding the Process of Federal Rulemaking

Introduction to activity
In this activity, students will demonstrate their learning of the federal rulemaking process by creating a visual to present to their classmates.

Tasks
1. Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8wFc0KwsFI 

2. In small groups, create a flowchart of the IDEA rulemaking process from identifying a need for a change to publishing the final rule in the Federal Register.

3. Each group presents their flowchart to the class.


Follow-Up Options
1. Discussion Questions
a. Why is public comment important in special education rulemaking? What role does the Federal Register play?
b. How might practitioners influence the rulemaking process?
c. Which historical change to IDEA had the most impact on practice?

2. Paper:
a. Explain the role of the Administrative Procedure Act in shaping IDEA regulations. Discuss how the notice-and-comment process supports transparency and public participation.
b. Deeply explore a ruling published in the last 20 years in the Federal Register. How did this ruling become finalized?
c. Select one historical amendment to IDEA and analyze how it reflected broader federal education policy at the time. Include a discussion of alignment with presidential or congressional priorities.

