Module 7, Activity 2
Dear Colleague Letter

Introduction to activity
Students will explore a Dear Colleague Letter and related documents from the U.S. Department of Education

Tasks
1. Resources: https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/DCL-on-Myths-and-Facts-Surrounding-Assistive-Technology-Devices-01-22-2024.pdf
2. https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/Myths-and-Facts-Surrounding-Assistive-Technology-Devices-01-22-2024.pdf

3. Break students into groups of 3–4. Each group will read key sections of the DCL and identify:
a. The legal basis for the guidance (IDEA provisions cited).
b. The key issues the letter addresses.
c. The practical implications for schools and districts.


Follow-Up Options
1. Discussion Questions
a. What role do Dear Colleague Letters play in clarifying - but not changing - IDEA regulations?
b. How binding are DCLs in practice, and what happens if a district ignores one?
c. Should DCLs include more explicit examples and model practices? Why or why not?
d. What are the risks of relying heavily on DCLs instead of direct statutory or regulatory text?

2. Paper:
a. How does the DCL address the use of AT at home or in community settings?
b. Critically evaluate the legal reasoning in the DCL on Assitive Technology. Does it adequately address real-world challenges?
c. Discuss how the DCL’s guidance could be updated to address emerging AT tools (e.g., AI-powered devices).
d. Propose a professional development plan for school staff to implement the DCL’s recommendations on AT.


