Module 8, Activity 1
[bookmark: _95dmms4f53fo]Writing a District Memo

Introduction to activity
In this activity, students will practice how to read a case summary, determine important precedents that the case establishes, and communicate the changes to a school district.

Tasks
1. Review Cedar Rapids v. Garret F. (1999) found at https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/526/66/ 

2. Students individually write a 1-page memo to a school district team (e.g., principals, IEP team leads), recommending a policy update based on lessons from Cedar Rapids. Focus should be on service provision and FAPE obligations.

Follow-Up Options
1. Discussion Questions
a. What challenges do schools face in ensuring related services are provided?
b. How can understanding case law reduce compliance risks?
c. How would you present legal requirements to non-legal staff?

2. Paper:
a. Describe a school-based policy you would revise or create based on this case. How would it protect student rights and support staff implementation?
b. Explain how this case illustrates the role of courts in shaping education policy. How might it influence your own professional practice?
c. Reflect on what you learned from the simulation. What skills or knowledge would help you navigate real-life disputes? What would make a successful school memo?

