Module 8, Activity 2
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Introduction to activity
In this activity, students will examine the important cases in special education history and create a visual display. They will distill complex case information and communicate main ideas to the class. 

Tasks
1. Use the case summaries from the presentation (Brown, PARC, Mills, Rowley, Tatro, Honig, Timothy W., etc.) to divide students into groups that will cover one of the listed court cases.
2. Each group is assigned one pivotal case. Students should use additional resources outside of the presentation to create a multimedia project (visual poster, slides, video, etc.) with:
a. Case name and date
b. Legal Question
c. Court’s Decision
d. Impact on Special Education
e. One illustration or image
3. Host a gallery walk where students circulate and complete a notes sheet on each case.

Follow-Up Options
1. Discussion Questions
a. Which case surprised you the most in terms of its outcome or impact?
b. How did the legal reasoning evolve from Brown to Timothy W.?
c. How might the zero-reject principle be challenged in schools today?

2. Paper:
a. Choose two cases you believe are built upon each other. Explain your reasoning and how each continues to affect education today.
b. Which legal principle (access, FAPE, related services, etc.) do you think is most at risk of being misunderstood or misapplied today? Support your answer with case examples.
c. Trace the development of the legal concept of FAPE. Begin by discussing its earliest interpretations in Rowley and contrast that with the refinements made in Endrew F. Consider how pivotal cases such as Tatro and Timothy W. also shaped the meaning and scope of FAPE.

