Module 9, Activity 1
[bookmark: _95dmms4f53fo]Mock Debate

Introduction to activity
This activity gives students the chance to examine fairness, equity, and advocacy in the context of due process. Students will practice understanding the parental and school district advocates. 

Tasks
1. Watch the following video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWXBPhVm97A
2. In class mock due process hearing: half the class represents the parents, the other half represents the school district. Each side prepares arguments about whether the IEP meets IDEA standards, mindful of the burden of proof.

Follow-Up Options
1. Discussion Questions

a. How does resource disparity between schools and families affect outcomes?
b. In what ways could educators proactively minimize disputes before they escalate?
c. How does placing the burden of proof on parents shape the fairness of hearings?
d. Argue for or against legislative reform to shift the burden of proof to schools.

2. Paper:
a. Compare Schaffer to due process burdens in other areas of civil law.
b. Explore the ethical implications of resource disparities in special education disputes.
c. Propose procedural reforms to balance fairness in IDEA hearings.
